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Season's Greetings! And warm wishes for a happy and prosperous new year. With the start of a new year, anticipation heightens as we look forward to new challenges and exciting adventures. We are so blessed to live in a country where we have the freedom to make choices, to follow our beliefs and conscience according to the principles we live by. In 2004, the NAJC will continue to work in the area of community youth development, a critical area, particularly in the Japanese Canadian community at this time. We recognize that the future direction and growth of the community is dependent on involving the younger adults of today. We are aware that the younger generation includes children of intermarriage with a diverse multi-ethnic background, and children of ijusha or more recent immigrants who are the new nisei and sansei, and that it's important to bridge any gaps that may exist in the relations between them. 

Emerging Leaders Forum 

It is with this in mind that the NAJC held the Emerging Leaders Forum November 15-16, 2003 in Thunder Bay , Ont. The forum brought together a group of emerging and potential leaders in the communities that were identified by the local leaders to have an interest in becoming involved in the Japanese Canadian community activities. It was encouraging to see the enthusiasm, insight and thoughtful concepts expressed by the participants. It affirms for me that our future leadership will be in good hands. The influence of the 1992 NAJC Youth Conference is evidenced by number of the participants involved in the community over the years, with some in leadership roles today. The next step will be to draw in the younger youth at the local level to culminate in a national youth forum. 

Pan American Nikkei Association (PANA) 

The NAJC in partnership with the Greater Vancouver JCCA will host the 13 th Copani or conference of PANA in Vancouver in July of 2005. A planning meeting with a core of representatives was held in November. Individuals and organizations are invited to get involved in organizing this event which is expected to draw hundreds of Nikkei from Mexico , United States and many of the South American countries. Please contact Ron Nishimura, president of GVJCCA or the NAJC national office if you are interested or want more information. Check the NAJC website for updates. 

NAJC AGM 2003 

At the Annual General Meeting held in Winnipeg on October 4-5 th weekend, a Strategic Planning workshop was held with members giving direction on the priorities for the future of NAJC. The NAJC must continue to take a leadership role in the ongoing fight against racial discrimination in Canada . Priorities of promoting community development and striving for equal rights and liberty have not changed. The NAJC is prepared to move forward to institute programs and projects that will provide opportunities that will bring in new contacts and build bridges, so we can all work together for the enrichment of Canada . 

Please read the monthly column in Nikkei Voice and the Vancouver JCCA Bulletin.

