FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS

ENDOWMENT FUND RECIPIENTS

WINNIPEG, MB.  December 28, 2006. The National Executive Board of the NAJC is pleased to announce the following recipients of the Endowment Fund for the fall term: 

Sports, Education, Arts Development (SEAD)

Aretha Aoki (Vancouver, BC) requested assistance for her first year of graduate studies (MFA) in Dance at Smith College in Northampton, MA. She intends to choreograph a dance piece focusing on her family’s involvement in, and history of, U.S.-occupied Japan. 
Granted:  $2000.

Nicole Tsukishima (Lethbridge, AB) is a high school student who requested assistance for training and attending international competitions in Canada in judo.  Her goal is winning the Canadian Senior National Championship.
Granted:  $2000.

Blake Tsuyuki (Port Moody, BC)  requested assistance with expenditures required to pursue the goal of qualifying for “carding” status in judo by placing in the top seven or better at both domestic and international competitions. His long term goal is to compete at the 2012 Olympic Summer Games in London, England.

Granted:  $2000.

Cultural Development (CD)

JCCC Heritage Cookbook Project Committee ( JCCC, Toronto ) requested assistance for creating an anthropological resource for Japanese Canadian cooking,  based on community and family events and using recipes, photographs and anecdotes.
Granted:  $2000.

Japanese Garden Society of Salt Spring Island ( Salt Spring Island ) requested assistance in building a public space where the history of Japanese Canadian pioneers is acknowledged within the  garden of unity and reconciliation. The grant will be applied to creating interpretive panels on Japanese Canadian history for the garden. This project caught the imagination of the Endowment Fund Committee and was recognized as being a very well planned project.

Granted:  $7000.  
Keiko Tenney-Sean Homma (Vancouver, BC) requested assistance in the publication of a children’s book about Tomekichi Homma’s struggle and perseverance, when he challenged the law that disallowed Asians the right to vote in 1900. This book will enhance the grade five Social Studies curriculum under the topic of immigration.

Granted:  $3000.

Nikkei Cultural Society of Lethbridge and Area (Lethbridge, AB) requested assistance to start a junior taiko group as a means of promoting Japanese Canadian culture in the area. The goal is to develop appreciation among children and youth of one facet of Japanese culture, taiko, and its philosophy.
Granted:  $3000.

Raiden Taiko (Kamloops, BC) requested assistance to engage in workshops in Vancouver, Edmonton, and Seattle to develop skills, technique, and style, under the guidance of experienced instructors.

Granted:  $2400.

Yamabiko Taiko (Kelowna, BC) requested assistance to augment its equipment by making drums and purchasing stands, which would then allow the group to develop more professional performances.

Granted:  $3000.
